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Mi ni sterds Preface

Welcome to these annual reports. | hope that you find them a usefueminder of where SHMC has
journeyed in the past year and a guide for our future direction. They tell our story. They tell of the
comings, goings and doings of this Church. They tell of Christ alive among us. They tell of the Spirit
calling, guiding and enpowering us. There is much for us to give thanks to God for!

Despite much | ower numbers of ordained Minister
benefits as webdve got to know members of other
been a great joy, not least as the singing is so much strongeand we can really let rip with the hymns

that we love. The children and youth work has flourished on those Sundays when the adult

congregation has met elsewhere, with the Café offering a space for fellowship and bible study for
parents. Perhaps there ianuch for us to consider about the future direction of our Sunday worship? In

addition, there has been some wonderful service
what the future holds, we can be sure that if we approach it with the right attituel and commitment,
we have every reason to be full of hope. Chri st

him guiding and preparing the way.

Anot her innovation has been having joint stewar
of St Martins, Ebenezer and Georgetown. This has helped encourage joint initiatives such as the
Tuesday bible studies at 2.30pm, and the sharing of ideas ahresources. Methodism has always had

a strong sense of collegiality and belonging to
the future flourishing of our mission will be to play to that strength and not see ourselves as separate,
self-contained congregations. That will require courage and faith, but the way forward is shown in
Jesus0d0 prayer in Johnds Gospel chapters fifteen

| conclude by acknowledging the contributions of numerous people who collectively enable the church
to function. Our management team who has had a particularly busy year, the many volunteers who do
everything from pouring tea to watering the plants, teacig our young people, the team of circuit

local preachers and worship leaders, musicians, and of course our excellent stewards.

Sincere thanks also go to Julie for her excellent administration and collating these reports; Jackie and
Eva who have meticulously produced the accounts
and Ell ends nurtur e amdJanelLauike ahdithe &lestling Ganmiteefoe nt s ;
their ministry in the Nestling Nursery. Each of us has a unique calling and ministry, and may you

exercise it fully to praise God and love your neighbour.

As Paul wrote, OWe can do all things through Hi
go forward in faith and confidence.

Every blessing

Tony



William Smith 1816 to 1896

Released during Black History Month, a set of commemorative stamps issued by Jersey Post
highlighted six individuals who played apartn Jer sey 0s diverse history,
which have often been overlooked.

Included among them is William Smith a Local Preacher in this church. Born in Ghana in 1816, Mr
Smith was the illegitimate son of a Yorkshireman working for the Royal African Company, which was
trading on the Gold Coast, and the daughter of a local chigftaWhen his father was transferred to
Sierra Leone, William joined him there and rose up through the ranks of the civil service. He eventually
become Registrar of the Mixed Commission Court and an active member of the-al#very movement.
Under his leaership, 33,072 slaves were freed and 344 slave vessels were intercepted by the British.
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In 1871, William emigrated to Britain with higamily. They lived in London for about two years before
moving to Jersey for the benefit of his wifeds
Wesley Grove Methodist Chapel, where William was a lay preacher. He also preached at Methodist
chapels across the Island.

He is described as a passionate advocate for female education and was one of the founder members
of the Jersey Ladies College, where he eventually sent his own daughters. The first meeting of the
committee members took place in the vestry at Wesley Grovedathe school was founded with the aim
of providing an education for the girls of "families of modest means."

One of Williamds daughters, Adel aide, spent sev
attending Jersey Ladies College. She described in her memoirs how "my father announced that he had
joined the committee of an ugo-date college, whichwever e t o attend as found
back vestry there is now a plague reminding us of that committee that met in that room to provide
ogener al instruction of the highest c¢class, toge



Adelaide excelled at the Ladies College and went on to study music in Germany. She married a
Ghanaian barrister in London and then returned
footsteps by continuing to advocate for female education. WiliaSmith died in St Helier in 1896 and

was buried alongside his wife in Almorah Cemetery. This story, based on research by Adenike Ogunkoya
of Adenhist Black Histories, is part of a series in collaboration with Jersey Heritage

The stamps are the work of Pola Maneli, a freelance illustrator based in South Africa. Pola comments:

66 From a background of adversity, the nature of
history is one of grace. By contextualising thesigures within the wider history of the Island, the hope
was that the illustrations would help to bring

With the helpful assistance of the Melanie Seal, Municipal Services Department of St Helier Parish, and
Office of the Superintendent Registrar, Tony has now located the grave. Before he leaves, he is
intending to place the Sunday church flowers on the gmvand thereby remembering and honouring
the Smithoés outstanding contribution to island




Pastoral Review

During the past year wed0ve gi Vven dongnembderswhose Go d
combined legacy has been very considerable. In December 2023, Pat Tourtel was, as the Salvation
Army say, O6promoted t o gl orBygtthhad leng associationsvaingddrckt@ 0 2
Aquila Road Church and participated fully in the development of Wesley Grove becoming St Helier
Methodist Centre.

At Pat ds Thanks ¢iweiecalled mw shd sermed with guchldidtinction as a Local
Preacher since 1981, her loyalty as Pastoral Worker to many in and out of this church; her willingness

to serve in practical ways during the days of Aquila Youth Club; and her accurate, and niugted
keeping of shorthand minutes during the churcho
achieved with her bright and cheerful manner and sedfffacing humour. As one person saidat was a
stalwart, always there, encouraging, smiling and reliatile

Those same qualities of encouragement and relia
Serviceon April8. The fact that we have our bright, com
was the wise, quiet counsel that advised the committee as to the legal and governance implications of
refurbishing an 1847 listed building. In tight corners his calm marmn helped find a way through. He

chaired the Finance and Property committee for many years; over four decades gave loyal service with
Gill on the Nestlings Nursery committee; in the wider network of island churches was our legal advisor;
and also served on the board of the Biarritz Ho
combine wisdom and integrity, personal courage amtetermination, with selfeffacing humour and
intelligence.




Within the pastoral visitords team there have b
down and thanks need to be expressed for all th
been delightedtowe | come Paul i ne OO0Prey, Val MacDonal d,
team. Welook forward to allthat they will offer.

In addition to this structured pastoral support, there are numerous ways in which we all look out for

each other. Through checking up on each other on a Sunday, phone calling, the occasional card and
sharing of tomato plants, we become more and more the iiag community that Christ calls us to be.
Donét forget, the responsibility is ours, so |e
each other, and when we see someone new at worship make sure they have a welcome pack and are
shown the way through to coffee.

Finally, it has been great to welcome new people to the life of the church and we hope that SHMC feels
home to you. To know more about Church Membership do speak with Tony, who would love to squeeze
that service in before he leaves at the end of July.

Ann Paul and Rev Tony




Thursday fellowship

Every Thursdagrowmp tefr mug imeeta for Bible Study.

enjoyed a variety of studies this year. When To
through the Desert which | mentioned Ivasty Y¥eard.
in some Eddie Askew Meditations which we focuse
beauti fully i1llustrated with his amazing pastel
On Tonyo6s return we delved into a book, Finding
mean to a Methodist. I found this very interest
But even those who werieghtfoumdoithaeanMenhediest i w
introduced morning worship into the meeting, so
commencing on our stwudy for the week. I n addi ti
cel ebreany feour weeks when we can. This is a ver
I n the past few weeks, we have dipped into Reve
for We | ooked at Chapters 1 and 2, and chapter
stack pfeciemus gems to ilrlusatdreat evowh alt | olok h e Wwe
21. It really brought it to I|ife.

We would | ove to see new people come and join t
Thursday where we have coffee and a chat, the s
recommend the courgettele Rl Ihoiumsal landi t ti svoal de
there




Family Workers Reflections of the past Year

Sally and | (Ellen) run various group on a weekly basis with toddlers and babies who come along with a
parent or carer. These groups run term time only. We also run 7Up Club and lead Sunday School. Our
aim isto provide a warm, safe place for parents and their children. This gives us the wonderful
opportunity to spread the love of God in the community, through the work that we do.

Mondays Our Toddler Group (2 Years plus) involves play time, with toys, play dough, Bible Craft. We all
tidy the hall together and then have snack time of toast and oranges. All prepared by Maureen. The
toddlers then have a time on our wheelie toys before going to the Church for a bible story,

interactive songs and energetic fun! We have the same families come along each week so they can
build friendships.

Tuesdays We run a NoAVlobile Baby Group (birt® 9 months-ish). This group can be very busy. We do
not advertise this group, so those who come have heard about it through word of mouth and have
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. They start on the rugs on the flooatting with each other and toys for
their babies. Sally and | offer them a hot drink made by Maureen and a biscuit. Then we go up to the
Church for sensory singing and fun.

Wednesdays We Run our Crawlers Group (9 months up to 2 Years), where they play at the start, then
we all tidy up and have snack time together of toast made by Maureen and oranges. Then we go up to
the Church for interactive, sensory singing and fun! We have the safamilies come each week so that
they can build friendships, which they have done, and some meet up outside of this group.




Sunday SchoalWe run this session with the help of Jenn&glicity,and Mildred on a rota basis. The
number of children attending has increased with a few new children joining us. We explore the bible in
many different ways, with story time, Godly Play, games, cooking, songs and crafts. This is a lovely time
together.

Mini MessyChurch When the congregation is else where we have a Mini Messy Church at SHMC for
our families. This can be very well attended and seems very popular. We always start the session with
some kind of food like pancakes made by Rhea and Mary, or toast made by kiblve have many bible
crafts and a short time of worship and fun.

7Up: This group is held once a month at SHMC. |
is for children ages 7 years up to 11 years. The
children are dropped off by their parents. We play
Table tennis, Table football, Pool, Corn hole, kick" . ‘
a ball around the hall, do a craft, or hang out on ‘
the sofas. We run a tuck shop. We then go up to =
the Church for a God Spot, where we discover
more about God in our lives. Then we have pizza
and 7Up and thatds t heg
children seem to love this time together and
leave wanting more. We cahave up to 15
children attend. Rubie usually cooks the pizza,
which we are grateful for.




Award We were nominated for the Pride of Jersey Community Champions of the Year Award by one of our
families. We were in the JEP with all the other nominations. It was great to be appreciated for all the work that we
do.

Family Pop in Sessiond_ast July during the summer holidays, | (Ellen) held two fun days at the Centre with Sue
and team. The theme was 06Godds Wonderful world and
recycling. We had related crafts in the café, toddler toys outtire hall and table tennis etc out in the youth

room. It was a great success with over 150+ people attending over the two days. It had a great sense of
community.

Lorry Rides We went on a lorry ride again last year. The lorries picked us up from the Church and dropped us off
after a little drive to Gorey beach, where we had our packed lunches, we played in the sea and volleyball was
played on the sand. The weather and compamyere wonderful. We look forward to doing this again this year.

The future | (Ellen) will be transferring across to the youth on a Sunday morning with Marcia, starting in the next
few months, which | am | ooking forward to. [ owi ||
younger children on a Sunday nmaing. There will be times in the holidays when Sally and | will not be here. We
would appreciate any offer of help to lead the Sunday School children on these occasions who are safe guarded
or are happy to be safeguarded. Please speak with Satlymyself, if you would like to find out more. We pray

that the number of children attending our groups continues to grow. God is Good!

Many Blessings, Ellen and Sally
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In February, youth from around the circuit were invited
qYWTYRUWq6WWE2UT ¢! WI2WURG
funand pizzan RO G JT W2 JURUDN IOWLWI 1

a regular event.

Youth Work

The Youth Group continues to meet Sunday mornings,
enjoying spending time together, cakes and games as well
as sharing Bible Study and prayer inspired by the Methodist
Roots material including making acrostics and Jenga
prayers.

Wedbve used table tennis game
the disciples and the books of the New Testament in their
correct order. Many thanks to Lou for the great
Obookcased6 she has made for

A sticky and creative morning just before Christmas
saw the Youth Group andriends, assisted by Lorraine
Wheeler, making gingerbread stables complete
(mostly!) with angels, donkeys, jelly baby characters,
Percy Pigs and biscuit mangers.

The Youth also participated in the Christmas services
contributing sketches, music & singing.

ie Awl
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Wedre also delighted to wel
George for all his help and leadership throughout the year.

come

El

en

to the
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Kairos Arts
Another year of growth for Kairos Arts!

In terms of therapeutic work, we have run group programmes for those
affected by domestic abuse and sexual trauma; for Macmillan clients at
the Oasis Centre; for Brighter Fut
at Haute Vallee Secondary School and childreast La Moye Primary
School, who are struggling with their mental health; for people with visual
impairments at EyeCan; for homeless women supported by the Shelter
Trust; facilitated eleven monthly Drom sessions for past participants of
our domestic abug programmes; led traumanformed therapeutic
sessions for staff at Grands Vaux School following the impact of the
valley flooding; an Away Day for Prison Officers from HMP La Moye; and
. enabled a past participant to create a public Art Installation overiuo

- weeks to raise awareness about domestic abuse and then exhibited in

~ the Salvation Army Café, October 2023.

Following our Level 6 Diploma training in 22/23 with the British Association of Art Therapists, our
Therapeutic Arts Practitioners havéacilitated weekly oneto-one sessions in seven schools and the
Jersey Hospice, supporting twenty children or young people per term, who need support with their mental
health. The demand is significant for this work, therefore, this year we have succedgfldunched our

own Kairos Arts Level 6 Diploma in Therapeutic Arts Practice with Children and Young People based here
in Jersey to meet demand and equip other professionals in their settings to use therapeutictased

tools safely. We accepted eighteestudents on to the course in September 2023, including three Kairos
Arts Practitioners. We expect this area of work to continue to grow and develop and will be launching a
second year of the Diploma Course in Septemb " . ew =

2024.

organisations about Traumanformed Practice,
Attachment Play and Therapeutic Arts Practice fq
well-being.

13



Wehavel oved continuing to engage wi [N Tes Fluni

Natterd and O0Sip and Snipd groups d o
for us to gift to participantsin ro
i né good t hi ngsntdtiraagh a blankethug,tand therotake g

ithome attheend ofthewe e k pr ogr amme. The 06s] ron

are used in lots of different sessions for collages, helping participants tg
express emotions.

Both community groups feel they are making a difference, whilst a
fostering interaction and benefitting from the therapeutic power of creativgs
activity.

Our annual fundraising event at SHMC, the Advent Concert with the Amity Singers, is a highlight in the
calendar for us. We are so grateful to be able to use the Church as our venue and we love sharing these
moments with our Church Family. It also markedeHaunch of our Bolivia Appeal.

| With significant support from SHMC, our two weeks work in Bolivia exceeded our
~ expectations.

We went to serveProject Sumapased in El Alto, with a Blay programmefor

13 adolescent girls; a wetbeing session for 12 women on theiRestoration
Programme; join them for a night visit to the local brothels to reach out to the
women working there; visit their Freedom Busineg&utiSanawho offers

B employment to survivors; buy their ethical

“o " products; take part in a Survivoled
earringimaking workshop; lead a 3lay
retreat for 21 of the Project Suma Staff
and finish the tripwith a visit toCasa De
Mi Padre, a smaller family support centre in La Paz, to meet its
new manager and buy products made by some of the people th
support. Every part was meaningful and impactful. It was an
immense privilege to play our part in the working out of Isaiah 61}
0 ¢o bestow on them a crowrof beautyinstead of ashes, the
oil of joyinstead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of &
a spirit of despair.o

We managed to find great opportunities this year for selling our products and

. following our trip to Bolivia we now have wonderful new lines to share, supporting
artisans freed from exploitation, trafficking and the setxade. We love to give

| talks at groups, sharing about our work, and the stories behind the products.

We f eel so grateful for Godos provi si
particularly SHMC with the gift of premises and your prayerful support.

Cathy
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Café

The caféis open Monday to Friday each week. It is a donations only café, supporting various charities
over the months arranged by Di who contacts the charities. The charities we support are usually chosen
by those whoattend bible study on a Thursday.

Our aimis to offer the community a friendly, welcoming, and warm space, where everyone feels
welcome. Can chat and relax. The café has a small play kitchen area for anyone with children.

We offertea, coffee, and biscuits during the week, usually made by a member of staff who is free at the
time. Sally and | continue to invite our mums/carers to stay following our three groups during the week,
to sit and enjoy our café area. Offering the opportupifor them to not rush off but to stay, chat and

have tea and coffee together. A few have really enjoyed this greatly.

Thursdays:We have a bible study in the café, currently exploring Revelations with Rev Tony Morling. A
time shared by our Church family. The Bible study is followed with freshly made soup made by myself
and french stick, followed by cake. Maureen makes the best Lem®rizzle cake, which is thoroughly
enjoyed (especially the end bits!). A wonderful time of fellowship.

Fridays:Move More Jersey with Jersey Mencap continue to come to SHMC with their clients, to use our
hall for games. They always have a great time shouting and cheering. They really enjoy coming into the
café for tea, coffee, hot chocolate, and biscuits served loyr wonderful volunteers Di and Mirto. This
remains a great opportunity, enjoyed by all.

Sundays The café is also used when our congregation is elsewhere on a Sunday. We have a Mini
messy Church with our families at SHMC and we always offer some kind of food including toast,
pancakes or hot dogs, with tea, coffee or squash. This is possible becaatsome wonderful
volunteers from our Church families.

Hopes for the Future For more people
to volunteer in the café, who like a good e
chat and can make a good cup of tea or
coffee. For our Church members to take
the opportunity to come and see the

café during the week and its offerings.
To offer food on a daily basis, which .
would be gratefully received. We would 7247
really value your support.

Many Blessings Ellen & Di
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Management and Finance

Investigation work on the canopy at the front of the Church have concluded with several solution
options provided. Following discussions with Builders and Engineers documents have been sent for
planning permission to allow for a solution to be implementezhce approved.

Management is grateful for everyoneds patience
period. Considering the listing status of our church, there are complexities in consideration of
appropriate and acceptable solutions and thus the time req&d.

In the meanwhile, the provision of stairs to the loft is still ongoing.

Separately we are also pleased to confirm that the repair work on the roof following the November
storm damage is now completed. The full cost of repairs wesvered by insurance subject to the
stipulated excess of £500.

Julie has settled in well in the office in replacement for Sarah. Jackie has also finally retired after years
of excellent service to the centre. We extend our thanks to Jackie for her long and dedicated service
over the years. Ewa, who is her replacemgras settled in well in her role and working well with Julie
and the remainder of the team.

Whilst the committee is responsible for the repairs and maintenance of the Centre, we are heavily
indebted to the team of staff and volunteers who undertake this task. We are forever grateful to them
all.

Simba

Comments on the Accounts

Attached are the independently reviewed accounts for the Church and Nursery for the year ended 31st
August 2023.

The Church accounts shows a loss of £(27,276) against a budgeted loss of £(98,805). This is mainly due
to £9k more income from room hire and £16k increased interest on cash balances driven by a higte
environment. This was complimented by £48k underspédron repairs and maintenance due to timing on
planned repairs and maintenance during the year. £5.8k was transferred to the General Property Fund.

The Nursery accounts show a net income in the sum of £140,477 which is a fantastic result when
compared to a budgeted deficit of £(1,675). This is mainly due to £60k increase in fee income due to
the Nursery operating at full capacity for much of the yedi5k increase in interest receivable on cash
balances, £69k favourable staff costs due to operating at below target headcount and £10k less spend
on other operating expenses due to excellent budget management by Louise.

The sum of £90,000 was transferred from the Nursery to the Church during the year.

Jackie & Rhodrick
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2023 has been aincredibly triumphant year despite the tough economic environment. Congratulations

to the Church Council and Management team on a fantastic result! Gratitude to all the Nestling Staff

members for a job well done, The Church membership for cash collecti@amsl covenants, donations,

v ol

unteering,

and

prayers. Al

St Helier Methodist Centre and Nestling Day Care.

of whi

c h

ar e

c

r

Lastly but not least, | would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to Jackie for outstanding management

of both the Church and Nursery finances throughout the year ended 31 August 2023. And, for her
services for well over a decade. Jackie stepped down the 28t of March 2024. In the same breath

we also welcome Ewa Powierska, who took over from Jackie.

5T HELIER METHODIST CENTRE

Rhodrick Chatikobo CA(SA), ACA

MESTLING DAY CARE CENTRE

BALAMCE SHEET

A5 AT 31 AUGUST 2023

2023 2022
£ £ £ £
Mote
CURREMT ASSETS
Debtors and prepayments 1,361 3,846
Stock 5
Cash at bank 7 374,622 27,127
Cash in hand
375,985 282975
LIABILITIES: Amounts due within one year
Fees received in advance 14,115 26,173
Parents deposit fund B 12,250 11,500
Sundry creditors and accruals 9 5,466 11,630
31,835 459,303
MET CURRENT ASSETS 344,148 233,670
Represented by:
UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS 344,148 233,670
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